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DETAILED ACTION 
Examiner's Amendment 

1 . Authorization for this Examiner's amendment was given in a telephonic interview with 
Mr. Hoffinan on 8/18/06. 
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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Subject to the authorization of Applicant, this proposed listing of claims would replace all 
prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of prioritizing network communications, 
comprising: 

providing a plurality of TCP ports with each TCP port receiving network 
communications of a different level of priority; 

providing an electronic coupon indicating a level of priority of a network 
communication; 

determining at a server based upon data, received from a client or user, from the 
electronic coupon the level of priority of the network communication; and 

directing the network communication from the client or user to one of the plurality of 
TCP ports receiving communications of the determined level of priorit y until the level of priority 
is terminated or modified . 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising determining if the network 
communication should be provided prioritization based upon a URL or IP address associated 
with the network communication. 



3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein if it is determined that the network 
communication should not be provided prioritization, handling the network communication in a 
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normal manner without prioritization. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

determining from the electronic coupon quality of service (QoS) information; and 
applying the QoS information to the network communication. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the network communications are Internet 
Protocol communications. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the level of priority of a network 
communication is defined in relation to any one of customer value, content value, transaction 
value, or temporal value. 

7. (Currently Amended) A method for prioritizing network services, the network 
services including communications traffic, the method comprising: 

determining at a server b ased upon dat a, received from a client or user, in a coupon 
associated with the client or use r a sourc e, the coupon defining a mode of prioritization, that the 
communications traffic should receive prioritization; and 

applying the mode of prioritization defined by the coupon to all subsequent 
communications traffic from the client or user settfee until the mode of prioritization is 
terminated or modified. 
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8. (Original) The method of claim 7 wherein the coupon further defines a level of 
prioritization and applying the mode of prioritization further comprises applying the level of 
prioritization defined by the coupon to the communications traffic. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8 wherein the level of prioritization is defined in 
relation to any one of customer value, content value, transaction value, or temporal value. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 7 wherein the mode of prioritization comprises any 
one of remapping a TCP port associated with the communications traffic to another TCP port, 
remapping a URL or IP address associated with the communications traffic to another URL or IP 
address, or tagging quality of service (QoS) information into the communications traffic. 

11. (Original) The method of claim 7 wherein the network services are Internet services 
and the communications traffic is Internet communications traffic. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein determining that the communications 
traffic should receive prioritization comprises determining that the communications traffic 
should receive prioritization based upon a URL or IP address associated with the 
communications traffic. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 7, further comprising: 

determining that the communications traffic should not receive prioritization; and 
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handling the communications traffic in a normal manner without prioritization. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 7, further comprising providing a client to a user of 
the network services to perform the determining that the communications traffic should receive 
prioritization and applying the mode of prioritization defined by the coupon to the 
communications traffic. 

15. (Currently Amended) A method for prioritizing network services, the network 
services including communications traffic, the method comprising: 

determinin g at a server based upon data, received from a client or user, in a coupon 
associated with the client or user that the communications traffic from the a -client or user should 
receive a mode of prioritization; and 

applying the mode of prioritization to all subsequent communications traffic from the 
client or user until the mode of prioritization is terminated or modified. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 15 further comprising determining that the 
communications traffic should receive a level of prioritization and applying the mode of 
prioritization further comprises applying the level of prioritization to the communications traffic. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 16 wherein the level of prioritization is defined in 
relation to any one of customer value, content value, transaction value, or temporal value. 
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18. (Original) The method of claim 15 wherein the mode of prioritization comprises any 
one of remapping a TCP port associated with the communications traffic to another TCP port, 
remapping a URL or IP address associated with the communications traffic to another URL or IP 
address, or tagging quality of service (QoS) information into the communications traffic. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 15 wherein the network services are Internet services 
and the communications traffic is Internet communications traffic. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 15, wherein determining that the communications 
traffic should receive prioritization comprises determining that the communications traffic 
should receive prioritization based on log-in information of a user associated with the 
communications traffic. 

21. (Original) The method of claim 15, further comprising: 

determining that the communications traffic should not receive prioritization; and 
handling the communications traffic in a normal manner without prioritization. 

22. -33. (Canceled) 

34. (Currently Amended) A server for prioritizing communications traffic, 
comprising: 

an in-line prioritization unit to determine based upon data, received from a client or user. 
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in a coupon associated with the client or user that the communications traffic from the client or 
user a sourc e should receive a mode of prioritization; and 

a prioritization mode unit to apply the mode of prioritization to all subsequent 
communications traffic from the client or user s euree-until the mode of prioritization is 
terminated or modified. 

35. (Previously Presented) The server of claim 34, wherein the in-line prioritization 
unit is configured to determine that the communications traffic should receive a level of 
prioritization and the prioritization mode unit further is configured to apply the level of 
prioritization to the communications traffic. 

36. (Original) The server of claim 35 wherein the level of prioritization is defined in 
relation to any one of customer value, content value, transaction value, or temporal value. 

37. (Original) The server of claim 34, wherein the mode of prioritization includes any 
one of remapping a TCP port associated with the communications traffic to another TCP port, 
remapping a URL or IP address associated with the communications traffic to another URL or IP 
address, or tagging quality of service (QoS) information into the communications traffic. 

38. (Original) The server of claim 34 wherein the communications traffic is Internet 
communications traffic. 
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39. (Previously Presented) The server of claim 34, wherein the in-line prioritization 
unit is configured to determine that communications traffic should receive a mode of 
prioritization based on log-in information of a user associated with the communications traffic. 

40. (Currently Amended) A system for prioritizing network services, the network 
services including communications traffic, the system comprising: 

means for determining at a server based upon data , received from a client or user, in a 
coupon associated with the client or use r a sourc e, the coupon defining a mode of prioritization, 
that the communications traffic should receive prioritization; and 

means for applying the mode of prioritization defined by the coupon to all subsequent 
communications traffic from the client or user seuree until the mode of prioritization is 
terminated or modified. 

41. (Original) The system of claim 40 wherein the coupon further defines a level of 
prioritization and the means for applying the mode of prioritization further comprises means for 
applying the level of prioritization defined by the coupon to the communications traffic. 

42. (Original) The system of claim 41 wherein the level of prioritization is defined in 
relation to any one of customer value, content value, transaction value, or temporal value. 

43. (Original) The system of claim 40 wherein the mode of prioritization comprises any 
one of remapping a TCP port associated with the communications traffic to another TCP port, 
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remapping a URL or IP address associated with the communications traffic to another URL or IP 
address, or tagging quality of service (QoS) information into the communications traffic. 

44. (Original) The system of claim 40 wherein the network services are Internet services 
and the communications traffic is Internet communications traffic. 

45. (Original) The system of claim 40, wherein the means for determining that the 
communications traffic should receive prioritization comprises means for determining that the 
communications traffic should receive prioritization based upon a URL or IP address associated 
with the communications traffic. 

46. (Currently Amended) A system for prioritizing network services, the network 
services including communications traffic, the system comprising: 

means for determining at a server based upon data, received from a client or user, in a 
coupon associated with the client or user that the communications traffic from the a-client or user 
should receive a mode of prioritization; and 

means for applying the mode of prioritization to all subsequent communications traffic 
from the client or user until the mode of prioritization is terminated or modified. 

47. (Original) The system of claim 46 further comprising means for determining that the 
communications traffic should receive a level of prioritization and the means for applying the 
mode of prioritization further comprises means for applying the level of prioritization to the 
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communications traffic. 

48. (Original) The system of claim 47 wherein the level of prioritization is defined in 
relation to any one of customer value, content value, transaction value, or temporal value. 

49. (Original) The system of claim 46 wherein the mode of prioritization comprises any 
one of remapping a TCP port associated with the communications traffic to another TCP port, 
remapping a URL or IP address associated with the communications traffic to another URL or IP 
address, or tagging quality of service (QoS) information into the communications traffic. 

50. (Original) The system of claim 46 wherein the network services are Internet services 
and the communications traffic is Internet communications traffic. 

5 1 . (Original) The system of claim 46, wherein the means for determining that the 
communications traffic should receive prioritization comprises means for determining that the 
communications traffic should receive prioritization based on log-in information of a user 
associated with the communications traffic. 

52. (Original) The system of claim 46, further comprising: 

means for determining that the communications traffic should not receive prioritization; 

and 

means for handling the communications traffic in a normal manner without prioritization. 
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53. (Currently Amended) A computer program product including computer program 
code to cause a computer to perform a method for prioritizing network services, the network 
services including communications traffic, the method comprising: 

determining at a server based upon dat a, received from a client or user, in a coupon 
associated with the client or use r a sourc e, the coupon defining a mode of prioritization, that the 
communications traffic should receive prioritization; and 

applying the mode of prioritization defined by the coupon to all subsequent 
communications traffic from the client or user seufee until the mode of prioritization is 
terminated or modified. 

54. (Original) The computer program product of claim 53 wherein the coupon further 
defines a level of prioritization and applying the mode of prioritization further comprises 
applying the level of prioritization defined by the coupon to the communications traffic. 

55. (Original) The computer program product of claim 54 wherein the level of 
prioritization is defined in relation to any one of customer value, content value, transaction value, 
or temporal value. 



56. (Original) The computer program product of claim 53 wherein the mode of 
prioritization comprises any one of remapping a TCP port associated with the communications 
traffic to another TCP port, remapping a URL or IP address associated with the communications 
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traffic to another URL or IP address, or tagging quality of service (QoS) information into the 
communications traffic. 

57. (Original) The computer program product of claim 53 wherein the network services 
are Internet services and the communications traffic is Internet communications traffic. 

58. (Original) The computer program product of claim 53, wherein determining that the 
communications traffic should receive prioritization comprises determining that the 
communications traffic should receive prioritization based upon a URL or IP address associated 
with the communications traffic. 

59. (Original) The computer program product of claim 53, the method further 
comprising: 

determining that the communications traffic should not receive prioritization; and 
handling the communications traffic in a normal manner without prioritization. 

60. (Original) The computer program product of claim 53, the method further 
comprising providing a client to a user of the network services to perform the determining that 
the communications traffic should receive prioritization and applying the mode of prioritization 
defined by the coupon to the communications traffic. 

61. (Original) A computer program product including computer program code to cause a 
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computer to perform a method of prioritizing network communications, the method comprising: 
providing a plurality of TCP ports with each TCP port receiving network 

communications of a different level of priority; 

providing an electronic coupon indicating a level of priority of a network 

communication; 

determining at a server based upon data, received from a client or user, from the 
electronic coupon the level of priority of the network communication; and 

directing the network communication from the client or user to one of the plurality of 
TCP ports receiving communications of the determined level of priorit y until the level of priority 
is terminated or modified . 

62. (Original) The computer program product of claim 61, the method further 
comprising determining if the network communication should be provided prioritization based 
upon a URL or IP address associated with the network communication. 

63. (Original) The computer program product of claim 62 wherein the level of priority is 
defined in relation to any one of customer value, content value, transaction value, or temporal 
value. 

64. (Original) The computer program product of claim 61, wherein if it is determined 
that the network communication should not be provided prioritization, handling the network 
communication in a normal manner without prioritization. 
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65. (Original) The computer program product of claim 61, further comprising: 
determining from the electronic coupon quality of service (QoS) information; and 
applying the QoS information to the network communication. 

66. (Original) The computer program product of claim 61 wherein the network 
communications are Internet communications. 

67. (Currently Amended) A computer program product including computer program 
code to cause a computer to perform a method for prioritizing network services, the network 
services including communications traffic, the method comprising: 

determinin g at a server based upon data, received from a client or user, in a coupon 
associated with the client or user that the communications traffic from the a-client or user should 
receive a mode of prioritization; and 

applying the mode of prioritization to all subsequent communications traffic from the 
client or user until the mode of prioritization is terminated or modified. 

68. (Original) The computer program product of claim 67, the method further 
comprising determining that the communications traffic should receive a level of prioritization 
and applying the mode of prioritization further comprises applying the level of prioritization to 
the communications traffic. 
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69. (Original) The computer program product of claim 68 wherein the level of 
prioritization is defined in relation to any one of customer value, content value, transaction value, 
or temporal value. 

70. (Original) The computer program product of claim 67 wherein the mode of 
prioritization comprises any one of remapping a TCP port associated with the communications 
traffic to another TCP port, remapping a URL or IP address associated with the communications 
traffic to another URL or IP address, or tagging quality of service (QoS) information into the 
communications traffic. 

71 . (Original) The computer program product of claim 67 wherein the network services 
are Internet services and the communications traffic is Internet communications traffic. 

72. (Original) The computer program product of claim 67, wherein determining that the 
communications traffic should receive prioritization comprises determining that the 
communications traffic should receive prioritization based on log-in information of a user 
associated with the communications traffic. 

73. (Original) The computer program product of claim 67, the method further 
comprising: 

determining that the communications traffic should not receive prioritization; and 
handling the communications traffic in a normal manner without prioritization. 
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74. (Cancelled) 



75. (Cancelled) 



76. (Cancelled) 



77. (Cancelled) 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
1 . Claims 1-21, 34-73 are allowed. 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: independent claim(s) 

1. 7, 15, 34, 40, 46, 53, 61, 67, provide a coupon that describes the level of priority for network 
communications to a sever from a client and directing network communications from the client 
with the described coupon's level of priority applied to all subsequent communications or to one 
of the TCP ports to receive said communications until the level is terminated to modified. 

2. The closest prior art of record, Colby, does not teach prioritizing communications based 
on a coupon. Therefore, independent claims 1, 7, 15, 34, 40, 46, 53, 61, 67are allowable over the 
prior art. 

3. Claims 2-21, 35-39, 41-45, 47-52, 54-60, 62-66, 68-73 are allowed by the same rational 
as well as the further limitations added by these dependent claims. 

2. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephan Willett whose telephone number is (571)272-3890. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 
1 . If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
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supervisor, Andrew Caldwell, can be reached on (571)272-3868. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571)273-8300. 
2. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571)272-2100. 
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